50                       VOYAGE OF BASTIDAS

coast of what is now Venezuela, a name indeed
which. Ojeda gave, as far as Cabo de la Vela, the
most northern point of South America. Bastidas
continued the discovery of the coast thence to the
Gulf of Darien, a distance of about 360 miles.
In those small ships there was a company of very
distinguished men. Bastidas deserves to be re-
membered for his justice and friendliness to the
natives, which eventually cost him his life. His
pilot, Juan de la Cosa, the companion of Columbus,
was one of the best, and certainly the best known,
cartographer of that age. He was a native of
Santona, the e Gibraltar of the North/ l in the
Spanish province called the ' Montana/ and was
a man of substance. Last, but not least, one of
the greatest of the Spanish discoverers, Vasco
Nunez de Balboa, was with Bastidas. He was
equally just to the natives, but perhaps more
influenced by the dictates of a wise policy than
by motives of humanity.

They were in some danger at the mouth of a
great river, to which the name of Magdalena
was given. This was in March 1501, and the
expedition sailed on to Zamba, to the harbour of

1 Nearly all writers, copying each other, erroneously call Juan
de la Cosa a Basque.